
Catalan 401: Intensive Catalan Language 

Fall 2014 - 1112 FLB, M/W- 5-6:15PM 

 

Instructor: Iker García 

E-mail: igarcia@illinois.edu 

Office Hours: Fridays: 10-12; 2117 FLB 

 

Course Description 
 Catalan 401 is an introduction to Catalan. Along with Spanish, it is the official language of 

Catalonia, the Valencian Community, and the Balearic Islands. It is the only official language of 

Andorra. Catalan is also spoken in the South of France, in the Murcian region of El Carxe, and in 

the city of L'Alguer, in Sardinia (Italy). Que interessant! It is estimated that over 9 million 

people can speak Catalan, which places it among the 100 most spoken languages in the world. 

Que bo!  

 The purpose of this course is to learn Catalan as a language in use. For this reason, part of 

class time will be dedicated to communicating in Catalan using the structures and vocabulary 

covered in the textbook. You will be introduced to the fundamental communication skills: 

listening, speaking, reading and writing, as well as to cultural and historical aspects of some of 

the Catalan-speaking areas. Que divertit! 

 

Course Materials 

Mas, Marta i Albert Vilagrasa. (2009): Veus 1: Curs de Català. Llibre de l’alumne. Barcelona: 

 Publicacions de l’Abadia de Montserrat. 2
nd

 ed. 

Mas, Marta i Albert Vilagrasa. (2009): Veus 1: Curs de Català. Llibre d’exercicis i gramàtica. 

Barcelona: Publicacions de l’Abadia de Montserrat. 2
nd

 ed. 

 

Course Website 

 Catalan at UIUC has its own website!             http://catalanuiuc.wordpress.com/ 

The website contains course information (assigned homework, the syllabus, a link to the class 

Blog), as well as resources for additional study (Catalan dictionaries, verb conjugators, practice 

activities) and cultural perusal (TV and movie references, Catalan radio stations, etc.).  

 

Grading and Evaluation 
 Due to the flexible nature of this course, you will be given a choice as to how you wish to 

be evaluated. Quina flexibilitat! Below are the two types of evaluation schemas to choose from. 

The first reflects a more European system, placing emphasis on exams instead of daily or weekly 

activities, whereas the second reflects a more American system, distributing scores across a 

wider array of activities. Differences between schemas are highlighted in bold. You must choose 

only one schema, but your decision of which schema to use can be delayed until after you 

receive your score on the midterm exam. Que simpàtic és el professor! Each of these grading 

components is defined on the following pages. 

 

 Schema #1       Schema #2 
        -           Attendance/Participation: 10%          -  

        -               Compositions: 10%           - 

        -         Oral Exam: 10%           - 

        -   Final Presentation: 10%          - 

Workbook Homework: 0%      Workbook Homework: 15% 

Quizzes: 0%         Quizzes: 10% 



Midterm Exam: 30%                   Midterm Exam: 15% 

Final Exam: 30%        Final Exam: 20% 

 

Attendance/Participation (10%) 

 Daily attendance and participation is extremely important. Please, be active in class by 

engaging in the activities and trying to use Catalan as much as possible. It is only through 

speaking Catalan that you can gain fluency in it. You are expected to listen attentively when 

others speak and participate in follow-up discussions. For each day of class, you will be assigned 

a participation grade: 5, 4, or 0. Note that you are permitted a maximum of 2 (un)excused 

absences. Participation points for any absences will not be able to be recovered. 

 

A grade of 5 is assigned for a student that: arrives on time, pays attention in class, uses Catalan 

as much as possible, actively responds to TA questions, actively participates in paired-student 

work, and prepares for class by reviewing select textbook/workbook pages as assigned by the 

instructor. M’encanta participar a la nostra classe! 

 

A grade of 4 is assigned for a student that complies with all but 1 or 2 of the aforementioned 

requirements. 

 

A grade of 0 is assigned in the case of student absence, or if more than 2 of the aforementioned 

requirements are not met. 

 

Compositions (10%) 

 During the course of the semester, you will be asked to write brief (~150 words) 

narratives about yourself and your life. These are communicative in nature --- you will post your 

compositions on an online Blog, and Catalans from Catalan-speaking countries will respond to 

your posts! Pots fer nous amics! Opportunities for extra credit will be available for students 

that, in addition to writing their ~150 word composition, add an additional section that asks 

specific questions to their soon-to-be Catalan friends. 

 

Oral Exam (10%) 

 During finals week, you will participate in a paired discussion with a classmate in 

Catalan. Topics of conversation will include thematic content covered in the first 6 chapters of 

the textbook. The exam will last ~7 minutes, and you will be assessed on your ability to 

successfully carry out a conversation in Catalan. More details will be made available toward the 

end of the semester. M’encanta parlar en català! 

 

Final Presentation (10%) 

 During the last week(s) of classes, you will give a short (~5 minute) presentation, in 

Catalan, about a research topic that you will have received earlier. Topics will incorporate fun 

and interesting topics pertaining to Catalan culture. M’encanta investigar en català! 

 

Workbook Homework (0%/15%) 

 At the end of every class, select workbook activities will be assigned as homework for 

the following class session. These activities will help you practice concepts covered during class. 

Homework will be assessed as either complete (full credit) or incomplete (no credit). There is 

no partial credit for homework, and late homework (without proper documentation of student 

illness or emergency) is not accepted. All homework will be announced in class, and 

subsequently will be posted on the course website - make sure to check the course website if you 



intend to complete the homework assigned during a class session that you missed! 

 It should be noted that the workbook has answers to every activity in the back of each 

chapter. Therefore, ample time will not be devoted to covering every homework question during 

class. Instead, it is up to the student to complete the homework and review his/her answers, and 

then ask for any clarification regarding missed or tricky questions during the next class session. 

 

Quizzes (0%/10%) 

 A series of 5, short (~10 minute) quizzes will be administered throughout the semester. 

There is one quiz for each of units 1-5 of the textbook. Quizzes focus on relevant vocabulary and 

grammatical structures, and will reflect the topics most emphasized during class sessions. Each 

quiz will feature one or two questions for extra credit. 

 

Midterm and Final Exams (respectively 30%/15% and 30%/20%) 

 A written midterm exam will cover content from units 1-3 (administered half-way 

through the semester), whereas a written final exam will take place during the last class session 

and cover content from units 4-6. Each exam will feature several questions for extra credit. 

Before each exam, an in-class review session will be held. 

 

A Note on Extra Credit 

 Regarding all aforementioned opportunities for extra credit, these points are recuperative. 

They only serve to recover missed points on an assignment, i.e., it is not possible to score over 

100%. 

 However, the instructor reserves the right to offer select opportunities for extra credit (in 

prior years, this included out-of-class Catalan conversation groups, Catalan movie nights, and 

even a short book report on a Catalan short story) to be directly added onto the final course 

grade. 

 

Grading Scale 

96.5-100 A+ 76.5-79.4 C+ 

92.5-96.4 A 72.5-76.4 C 

89.5-92.4 A- 69.5-72.4 C-                             ≤59.4      F                              

86.5-89.4 B+ 66.5-69.4 D+ 

82.5-86.4 B 62.5-66.4 D 

79.5-82.4 B- 59.5-62.4 D- 

 

Tentative Schedule 

 In an effort to tailor the pace of the course to the language levels of the students, a 

tentative schedule organizes the course into 6 units (following the 6 units of the textbook), to be 

completed one at a time in approximately 2-week intervals (i.e., ~ 12 weeks). The remaining 4 

weeks are devoted to Thanksgiving Break (1 week), midterm review and exam (1 week), final 

review and exam (1 week), and final presentations and remaining content (1 week). The 

instructor may adjust this schedule, in addition to the present syllabus, throughout the course as 

deemed appropriate. 

 


